
1 Peter, Chapter 1, verses 8-9

8 uThough1 you have not seen him, 
you love him. vThough2 you do not 
now see him, you believe in him 
and rejoice with joy that is 
inexpressible and filled with glory, 
9 obtaining wthe3 outcome of your 
faith, the salvation of your souls. 

1 u [1 John 4:20]
2 v [Heb. 11:27]; See John 20:29
3 w Rom. 6:22

1 Peter, Chapter 1, verses 10-12

10 Concerning this salvation, xthe1 
prophets who prophesied about the 
grace that was to be yours 
searched and inquired carefully, 
11 inquiring ywhat2 person or time 
zthe3 Spirit of Christ in them was 
indicating awhen4 he predicted 
bthe5 sufferings of Christ and the 
subsequent glories. 12 cIt6 was 
revealed to them that dthey7 were 
serving not themselves but you, in 
the things that have now been 
announced to you through those 
who preached the good news to 
you eby8 the Holy Spirit sent from 
heaven, fthings9 into which angels 
long to look.10 

1 x 2 Pet. 1:19; [Dan. 8:15; Matt. 
13:17; Luke 10:24]
2 y Dan. 9:24–26
3 z Rom. 8:9; [2 Pet. 1:21]; See 
Acts 16:7
4 a See Matt. 26:24
5 b Isa. 52:13–53:12; Luke 24:26; 
Acts 3:18
6 c Dan. 12:4, 9, 13
7 d [Matt. 13:17; Heb. 11:39, 40]
8 e Acts 2:2–4
9 f [Dan. 8:13; 12:5–7; Eph. 3:10]
10 The Holy Bible: English 
Standard Version. Wheaton: 
Standard Bible Society, 2001. Print.
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“The verb “love” (agapate) should 
be construed as an indicative rather 
than an imperative.

“Peter was not exhorting the 
churches but commending them 
here. Their sufferings have not 
made them morose and miserable. 
They are filled with love for Jesus 
Christ. He is precious and lovely to 
them.”

Schreiner, Thomas R. 1, 2 Peter, 
Jude. Vol. 37. Nashville: Broadman 
& Holman Publishers, 2003. Print. 
The New American Commentary.

“Believe,” as used here, means “to 
trust or rest your confidence in 
someone, to depend on them.”

Walls, David, and Max Anders. I & II 
Peter, I, II & III John, Jude. Vol. 11. 
Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman 
Publishers, 1999. Print. Holman 
New Testament Commentary.

Inexpressible (aneklalētō) literally 
means “higher than speech.”1

1 MacArthur, John F., Jr. 1 Peter. 
Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2004. 
Print. MacArthur New Testament 
Commentary.

Receiving (κομιζομενοι 
[komizomenoi]). Present middle 
participle of κομιζω [komizō], old 
verb, to receive back, to get what is 
promised (5:4; Heb. 10:36).1 

1 Robertson, A.T. Word Pictures in 
the New Testament. Nashville, TN: 
Broadman Press, 1933. Print.

Generally, to receive or acquire. 
Paul uses it of receiving the awards 
of judgment (2 Cor. 5:10; Eph. 6:8; 
Col. 3:25). In Hebrews it is used of 
receiving the promise (10:36; 
11:39), and of Abraham receiving 
back Isaac (11:19). Peter uses it 
thrice, and in each case of receiving 
the rewards of righteousness or of 
iniquity. See ch. 5:4; 2 Pet. 2:13.1

1 Vincent, Marvin Richardson. Word 
Studies in the New Testament. Vol. 
1. New York: Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, 1887. Print.

one could literally render obtaining 
(komizomenoi), “presently receiving 
for yourselves.” The root, komizō, 
means “to receive what is 
deserved.”1

1 MacArthur, John F., Jr. 1 Peter. 
Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2004. 
Print. MacArthur New Testament 
Commentary.

Searched. Used nowhere else in 
the New Testament. Compare 
Septuagint, 1 Sam. 23:23, of Saul’s 
searching out David.1

1 Vincent, Marvin Richardson. Word 
Studies in the New Testament. Vol. 
1. New York: Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, 1887. Print.

A great Word Picture!

Sought. Used of Esau’s 
seeking carefully for a place of 
repentance, in Heb. 12:17.1

1 Vincent, Marvin Richardson. Word 
Studies in the New Testament. Vol. 
1. New York: Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, 1887. Print.

What time or what manner of 
time (εἰς τινα ἠ ποιον καιρον [eis 
tina ē poion kairon]). Proper sense 
of ποιος [poios] (qualitative 
interrogative) kept here as in 1 Cor. 
15:35; Rom. 3:27,1 

1 Robertson, A.T. Word Pictures in 
the New Testament. Nashville, TN: 
Broadman Press, 1933. Print.

Because of this external evidence, 
most interpreters take both tina and 
poion as interrogative adjectives, 
rendering the phrase “what time or 
sort of time.”

Jobes, Karen H. 1 Peter. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2005. 
Print. Baker Exegetical 
Commentary on the New 
Testament.

On the other hand, Kilpatrick (1986) has shown that in the NT,1 forms of τίς, 
τί (tis, ti, who? what?), including τίνα (tina), are generally and most 
frequently used not as adjectives but as pronouns.12 Of the more than one 
thousand occurrences in the NT,3 the word occurs less than twenty times as 
an adjective. Moreover, in all other occurrences in 1 Peter, tis, ti function as 
pronouns. This would seem to tilt the meaning to be that the prophets 
wanted to know to whom or what sort of time their prophecies pointed. 
However, even if tina here   p 103  is taken as a pronoun in agreement with 
general NT4 usage, it need not be understood as masculine singular 
accusative, referring to who the Messiah will be. If tina is parsed as a neuter 
plural accusative interrogative pronoun (what things?), the search of the 
prophets is not centered on who the person of the Messiah would be but on 
what circumstances would lead to his suffering.5

1 NT New Testament
2 1 Kilpatrick says τίς, τί function as adjectives in Mark 4:30; 8:37; John 
18:29; Rom. 6:21; 1 Cor. 15:2; 2 Cor. 6:14, 15, 16 (quotations from OT); 1 
Thess. 2:19; 3:9; 4:2; Heb. 7:11; 12:7; Acts 7:49; 10:29; 24:20; Luke 11:11; 
14:31; 15:4, 8; 23:22.
3 NT New Testament
4 NT New Testament
5 Jobes, Karen H. 1 Peter. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2005. Print. 
Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament.

The phrase “Spirit of Christ” (πνεῦμα Χριστοῦ, pneuma Christou) in verse 11 is 
somewhat unusual, occurring elsewhere only in Rom. 8:9, “And if anyone does not have 
the Spirit of Christ [πνεῦμα Χριστοῦ], they do not belong to Christ” (TNIV).1 Similar 
expressions are found in Phil. 1:19, where Paul rejoices in the help given by “the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ” (τοῦ πνεύματος Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ, tou pneumatos Iēsou Christou). In Acts 
16:7, the apostle Paul is prevented from entering Bithynia—one of the very provinces to 
which Peter now writes—by “the Spirit of Jesus” (τὸ πνεῦμα Ἰησοῦ, to pneuma Iēsou). 
And in Gal. 4:6, Paul writes that God sent “the Spirit of his Son” (τὸ πνεῦμα τοῦ υἱοῦ 
αὐτοῦ, to pneuma tou huiou autou) into our hearts.2

1 TNIV Today’s New International Version
2 Jobes, Karen H. 1 Peter. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2005. Print. Baker 
Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament.

When it testified beforehand 
(προμαρτυρόμενον). Only here in New 
Testament.1

1 Vincent, Marvin Richardson. Word Studies in 
the New Testament. Vol. 1. New York: Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, 1887. Print.

Desire (ἐπιθυμοῦσιν). The word 
commonly denotes intense desire. 
It is used by Christ in expressing his 
wish to eat the passover (Luke 
22:15); of the prodigal’s desire to 
satisfy his hunger with the husks 
(Luke 15:16); and of the flesh 
lusting against the spirit (Gal. 
5:17).1

1 Vincent, Marvin Richardson. Word 
Studies in the New Testament. Vol. 
1. New York: Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, 1887. Print.

Long translates epithumousin, 
which describes having a strong 
desire or overpowering impulse that 
is not easily satisfied.1

1 MacArthur, John F., Jr. 1 Peter. 
Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2004. 
Print. MacArthur New Testament 
Commentary.

The   p 58  term indicates that the 
angels’ interest in salvation is not 
merely whimsical or an incidental 
curiosity but a strong passion with 
them. Look (parakupsai) literally 
means to stretch one’s head 
forward or to bend down. Another 
form of the same word denotes 
what the apostle John did at Jesus’ 
tomb, “and stooping and looking in, 
he saw the linen wrappings lying 
there” (John 20:5; cf.1 v. 11). The 
angels, as it were, want to get down 
close and look deeply into the 
matters related to salvation.2 

1 cf. confer (Lat.), compare
2 MacArthur, John F., Jr. 1 Peter. 
Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2004. 
Print. MacArthur New Testament 
Commentary.

To look into (παρακυψαι 
[parakupsai]). First aorist active 
infinitive of παρακυπτω [parakuptō], 
old compound to peer into as in 
Luke 24:12; John 20:5, 11; James 
1:25, which see.1

1 Robertson, A.T. Word Pictures in 
the New Testament. Nashville, TN: 
Broadman Press, 1933. Print.

To look into (παρακύψαι). A very 
graphic word, meaning to stoop 
sideways (παρά). Used by 
Aristophanes to picture the attitude 
of a bad harp-player. Here it 
portrays one stooping and 
stretching the neck to gaze on 
some wonderful sight. It occurs in 
Jas. 1:25, describing him who looks 
into the perfect law of liberty as into 
a mirror; and in Luke 24:12; John 
20:5, 11, of Peter and John and 
Mary stooping and looking into the 
empty tomb. Possibly the memory 
of this incident unconsciously 
suggested the word to Peter. The 
phrase illustrates Peter’s habitual 
emphasis upon the testimony of 
sight (see Introduction). Bengel 
acutely notes the hint in παρά, 
beside, that the angels contemplate 
the work of salvation from without, 
as spectators and not as 
participants. Compare Heb. 2:16; 
Eph. 3:10.1

1 Vincent, Marvin Richardson. Word 
Studies in the New Testament. Vol. 
1. New York: Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, 1887. Print.

Look (parakupsai) literally means 
to stretch one’s head forward or to 
bend down. Another form of the 
same word denotes what the 
apostle John did at Jesus’ tomb, 
“and stooping and looking in, he 
saw the linen wrappings lying 
there” (John 20:5; cf.1 v. 11). The 
angels, as it were, want to get down 
close and look deeply into the 
matters related to salvation. They 
have a holy curiosity to understand 
the kind of grace they will never 
experience. The holy angels do not 
need to be saved, and the fallen 
angels cannot be saved. But the 
holy ones seek to understand 
salvation so that they might glorify 
God more fully, which is their 
primary reason for existence (Job 
38:7; Ps. 148:2; Isa. 6:3; Luke 
2:13–14; Heb. 1:6; Rev. 5:11–12; 
7:11–12; cf.2 Neh. 9:6; Phil. 2:9–
11).3

1 cf. confer (Lat.), compare
2 cf. confer (Lat.), compare
3 MacArthur, John F., Jr. 1 Peter. 
Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2004. 
Print. MacArthur New Testament 
Commentary.

They lived in hope, just as 
Christians do who anticipate 
their Lord’s Second Coming. 
Old Testament saints were 
saved by faith in God based 
on the fact that Messiah Jesus 
would in the future bear the full 
judgment of God for their sins 
(Isa. 53:4–6). God was always 
applying the new covenant, 
always by grace offering 
forgiveness of sins to those 
who repented and believed, 
although the new covenant 
was not ratified until the cross. 
Old Testament believers were 
saved by a future grace, New 
Testament ones by a past 
grace—the Cross is the 
pinnacle of redemption.1

1 MacArthur, John F., Jr. 1 
Peter. Chicago: Moody 
Publishers, 2004. Print. 
MacArthur New Testament 
Commentary.

“The result of this active trust is an 
inexpressible and glorious joy 
even in the midst of suffering. Peter 
repeated the theme of joy that he 
introduced in verse 6. This joy 
issues from gratitude to God for 
who he is and for what he has 
provided through salvation. Joy 
comes especially from our hope of 
seeing Christ one day. Although our 
trials may result in temporary grief, 
this need not extinguish our deep, 
abiding joy anchored in our hope in 
Jesus Christ.
Biblical joy does not depend on 
circumstances. Joy is inseparably 
connected to love and trust. Even 
during pain, the fullness of joy 
comes from a deep sense of the 
presence of God in our lives. We 
can experience joy in suffering 
when we believe our suffering has a 
redemptive or refining purpose.” 1

Walls, David, and Max Anders. I & II 
Peter, I, II & III John, Jude. Vol. 11. 
Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman 
Publishers, 1999. Print. Holman 
New Testament Commentary.

Connection between 
“love” and “joy” & 
“belief”

“The word love (agapate) is the 
love of the will, the noblest form of 
love. The present tense indicates 
that Peter’s audience constantly 
loved their Lord, which love defines 
the essence of being a Christian.” 

MacArthur, John F., Jr. 1 Peter. 
Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2004. 
Print. MacArthur New Testament 
Commentary.

Peter commends the love the 
Christians in Asia Minor have for 
their Lord, though they have never 
seen him (unlike Peter, himself). 
(my paraphrase; credit given below)

Schreiner, Thomas R. 1, 2 Peter, 
Jude. Vol. 37. Nashville: Broadman 
& Holman Publishers, 2003. Print. 
The New American Commentary.

1

“The result of this active trust is an 
inexpressible and glorious joy even 
in the midst of suffering. Peter 
repeated the theme of joy that he 
introduced in verse 6. This joy issues 
from gratitude to God for who he is 
and for what he has provided through 
salvation. Joy comes especially from 
our hope of seeing Christ one day. 
Although our trials may result in 
temporary grief, this need not 
extinguish our deep, abiding joy 
anchored in our hope in Jesus Christ.
Biblical joy does not depend on 
circumstances. Joy is inseparably 
connected to love and trust. Even 
during pain, the fullness of joy comes 
from a deep sense of the presence of 
God in our lives. We can experience 
joy in suffering when we believe our 
suffering has a redemptive or refining 
purpose.” 1

Walls, David, and Max Anders. I & II 
Peter, I, II & III John, Jude. Vol. 11. 
Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman 
Publishers, 1999. Print. Holman New 
Testament Commentary.

Helpful Quotes, for this point

Hebrews 11:1-2

11 Now faith is the assurance of 
things hoped for, the conviction of 
ethings not seen. 2 For by it the 
people of old received their 
commendation.

Cross References,  for this point

Discussion questions

Psalm 5:11-12

11  But let all who ptake refuge in 
you qrejoice; 
let them ever sing for joy, 

and spread your 
protection over them, 
that those who love your name may 
rexult in you. 

12  For you sbless the 
righteous, O Lord; 
you tcover him with favor as with ua 
shield. 

Ecclesiastes 2:26

26 For to the one who pleases him 
iGod1 has given wisdom and 
knowledge and joy, but to the sinner 
he has given ethe2 business of 
gathering and collecting, jonly3 to 
give to one who pleases God. 
kThis4 also is vanity and a striving 
after wind.

Psalm 4:7

7  You have put rmore1 joy in my 
heart 
than they have when their grain and 
wine abound.

Psalm 21:6-7

6  For you make him most 
blessed forever;11 
you make him glad with the jjoy2 of 
your presence. 

7  For the king trusts in the 
Lord, 
and through the steadfast love of 
the Most High he shall not be 
kmoved3.

Psalm 68:3

3  But ithe1 righteous shall be 
glad; 
they shall exult before God; 
they shall be jubilant with joy!

Psalm 97:10-12
10  O you who love the Lord, 
qhate1 evil! 
He rpreserves2 the lives of his 
ssaints3; 
he tdelivers4 them from the hand of 
the wicked. 

11  uLight5 vis6 sown17 for 
the righteous, 
and joy for the upright in heart. 

12  wRejoice8 in the Lord, O 
you righteous, 
and xgive9 thanks to his holy name!

Jude 24, 25

24 eNow1 to him who is able fto2 
keep you from stumbling and gto3 
present you hblameless4 before the 
presence of his glory with great joy, 
25 to ithe5 only God, our Savior, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, jbe6 
glory, majesty, dominion, and 
authority, before all time and now 
and forever. Amen.

joy is also full of glory (doxazō), 
meaning “to render highest praise” 
and from which doxology derives. In 
their fellowship with the Lord, 
believers have both a supernatural 
love (cf. Gal. 5:22; 2 Thess. 3:5; 1 
John 4:19) and a transcendant joy 
(cf. Eccl. 2:26; Pss. 4:7; 21:6; 68:3; 
97:11; Jude 24).

MacArthur, John F., Jr. 1 Peter. 
Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2004. 
Print. MacArthur New Testament 
Commentary.

Salvation from what?

What are we saved from?

2

Next: 

Verse 9 - 

“obtaining the outcome of your 
faith, the salvation of your 
souls”

Remember, last week? 

What did we see was the result , 
when our faith is tested - when the 
genuineness of our faith is tested?

“…praise and honor and glory at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ”

1 Peter 1:7c

When our faith is tested to 
determine how genuine it 
really is, there is a result - God 
will commend us (1 Cor. 4:5) 
and render to each one 
according to things we have 
done (Ro 2:7) and for those 
who have genuine faith, it will 
be praise and honor and glory. 
(1 Peter 1:7c)

There is also an outcome to 
our faith; verse 9 says 
salvation is the outcome of our 
faith.

Are we saved now, or 
later?

Or both?

If both, then for now what are 
saved from?

TRANSITION

“Salvation refers to believers’ 
constant, present deliverance from 
the penalty and power of sin—“

MacArthur, John F., Jr. 1 Peter. 
Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2004. 
Print. MacArthur New Testament 
Commentary.

guilt 

Eph. 1:7

qIn1 him we have rredemption2 
sthrough3 his blood, tthe4 
forgiveness of our trespasses, 
uaccording5 to the riches of his 
grace,

Col. 2:13–14

aAnd1 you, who were dead in your 
trespasses and the uncircumcision 
of your flesh, God bmade2 alive 
together with him, having forgiven 
us all our trespasses, 14 by 
ccanceling3 dthe4 record of debt 
that stood against us with its 
legal demands. This he set aside, 
nailing it to the cross. 

condemnation

Rom. 8:1

There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus.

wrath

Rom. 5:9

Since, therefore, nwe1 have now 
been justified by his blood, much 
more shall we be saved by him 
from othe2 wrath of God. 

1 Thess. 1:10

and ato1 wait for his Son bfrom2 
heaven, cwhom3 he raised from the 
dead, Jesus dwho4 delivers us from 
ethe5 wrath to come. 

ignorance

Rom. 10:3

For, being ignorant of dthe1 
righteousness of God, and seeking 
to establish their own, they did not 
submit to God’s righteousness.

Gal. 4:8

Formerly, when you ldid1 not 
know God, you mwere2 enslaved 
to those that by nature nare3 not 
gods. 

1 Tim. 1:13

though formerly I was a 
blasphemer, zpersecutor1, and 
insolent opponent. But aI2 received 
mercy bbecause3 I had acted 
ignorantly in unbelief, 

distress, confusion, 
hopelessness

1 Cor. 15:17

And if Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is futile and cyou1 are 
still in your sins. 

1 Peter 1:3

gBlessed1 be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
hAccording2 to his great mercy, 
ihe3 has caused us to be born 
again to a living hope jthrough4 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, 

dominion

Rom. 6:10–12

For the death he died he died to 
sin, eonce1 for all, but the life he 
lives he lives to God. 11 So you 
also must consider yourselves 
fdead2 to sin and alive to God in 
Christ Jesus. 12 Let not gsin3 
therefore reign in your mortal 
body, to make you obey its 
passions.

Colossians 1:13

Hedhas delivered us from ethe 
domain of darkness and transferred 
us to fthe kingdom of ghis beloved 
Son,

Next: 

Verse 10 -

Concerning this salvation, 
xthe1 prophets who 
prophesied about the grace 
that was to be yours searched 
and inquired carefully, 

Anything else that sticks out as 
something we are saved from?

This is referring to OT 
prophets. There are a few in 
the New Testament (John the 
Baptist, Simeon, Anna) but we 
don’t have any prophetic 
Scripture from them.

Rather than wrath - rather 
than punishment - we get 
grace.

We get salvation.

In addition to the OT 
prophets, there are three 
other “agents” involved with 
this message of salvation 
(according to one source I 
read; this was a helpful way to 
break down this passage).

TRANSITION

3 Let’s consider the 
OT prophets, first

Searched. Used nowhere else in 
the New Testament. Compare 
Septuagint, 1 Sam. 23:23, of Saul’s 
searching out David. 11

1 Vincent, Marvin Richardson. Word 
Studies in the New Testament. Vol. 
1. New York: Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, 1887. Print.

A great Word Picture!

Sought. Used of Esau’s seeking 
carefully for a place of repentance, 
in Heb. 12:17. 11

1 Vincent, Marvin Richardson. Word 
Studies in the New Testament. Vol. 
1. New York: Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, 1887. Print.

1) The OT prophets
- who inquired carefully about 
it

2) The Spirit of Christ (which is 
the Holy Spirit) - that inspired 
God’s message

3) NT evangelists who 
proclaimed the good news

4) And the angels who 
marveled and who were in 
awe of it

The OT prophets 
were most interested 
in salvation’s primary 
objective.

Who does God desire to save? 

Why did God send His Son, Jesus?

1 Timothy 1:15

The saying is etrustworthy and deserving of 
full acceptance, that Christ Jesus fcame into 
the world to save sinners, gof whom I am 
the foremost.

So we know what their primary 
interest was: salvation.

What word does verse 10 use to 
describe what we receive? What is 
it that the prophets prophesied 
about - through what characteristic 
of God do we receive salvation, 
according to verse 10.

Was God’s grace only something 
they prophesied about in the OT?

Did those writers ever experience 
God’s grace, or did they just 
prophesy about it?

Examples of God’s graciousness in 
the OT.

Noah 

Gen. 6:8
“…Noah ffound favor in the eyes of 
the Lord.’

Moses invokes the graciousness of 
God as he writes God’s law, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit 

Exodus 22:26-27
“uIf ever you take your neighbor’s 
cloak in pledge, you shall return it to 
him before the sun goes down, 
27 for that is his only covering, and 
it is his cloak for his body; in what 
else shall he sleep? And if he qcries 
to me, I will hear, for I am 
vcompassionate.”

God, Himself, declares His 
graciousness to Moses when 
Moses takes the two new tablets of 
stone up Mt. Sinai.

Exodus 34:4-6
“So Moses cut two tablets of stone 
like the first. And he rose early in 
the morning and went up on Mount 
Sinai, as the Lord had commanded 
him, and took in his hand two 
tablets of stone. 5 The Lord 
bdescended in the cloud and stood 
with him there, and cproclaimed the 
name of the Lord. 6 The Lord 
passed before him and proclaimed, 
d“The Lord, the Lord, a God 
merciful and egracious, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast 
flove and faithfulness,”

Jonah also knows God’s 
graciousness and is even angry 
about God’s nature.

Jonah 3:10 - 4:2
When God saw what they did, xhow 
they turned from their evil way, 
xGod relented of the disaster that 
he had said he would do to them, 
and he did not do it. 

Ch.4
But it displeased Jonah 
exceedingly,1 and yhe was angry. 
2 And he prayed to the Lord and 
said, “O Lord, is not this what I said 
when I was yet in my country? 
zThat is why I made haste to flee to 
Tarshish; for I knew that you are a 
agracious God and merciful, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast 
love, and arelenting from disaster. 

So the OT prophets knew God’s grace. But 
they wanted to know more. They longed to 
know the fullest expression of it - God’s only 
Son, the suffering servant (Isaiah 53, etc.), 
the lion of Judah. They searched and 
studied carefully trying to discern when this 
would happen and what type of 
circumstances would surround: 

1) His sufferings, and

2) His glory

There was one man who 
specifically prayed that he would 
get to see the Messiah before he 
died. 

Do you know who it is?

(Simeon)

Simeon prophesied to Mary, being filled with 
the Holy Spirit (though Luke 2:25 describes 
as a man, not a prophet, technically): 

Luke 2:34-35

“And Simeon blessed them and said to 
Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is 
appointed nfor the fall and rising of many in 
Israel, and for a sign othat is opposed 
35 (and a sword will pierce through your 
own soul also), so that thoughts from many 
hearts may be revealed.”

We’ve seen the first agent involved in the 
message of salvation - the OT prophets.

Let’s continue onto the second - the “Spirit 
of Christ”.

Let’s read starting back at the beginning of 
this passage, in verse 10, though.

1 Peter 1:10-11

Concerning this salvation, xthe1 
prophets who prophesied about the 
grace that was to be yours 
searched and inquired carefully, 
11 inquiring ywhat1 person or time 
zthe2 Spirit of Christ in them was 
indicating awhen3 he predicted 
bthe4 sufferings of Christ and the 
subsequent glories. 

What is the “Spirit of Christ”?

Acts 16:6-7

And jthey went through the region 
of Phrygia and Galatia, having been 
forbidden by the Holy Spirit to 
speak the word in Asia. 7 And when 
they had come up to Mysia, they 
attempted to go into Bithynia, but 
kthe Spirit of Jesus did not allow 
them. TRANSITION
Galatians 4:4-6

But dwhen the fullness of time had 
come, God sent forth his Son, 
eborn fof woman, born gunder the 
law, 5 hto redeem those who were 
under the law, so that we might 
receive iadoption as sons.6 And 
because you are sons, God has 
sent jthe Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 

Philippians 1:19

for I know that fthrough your 
prayers andgthe help of hthe Spirit 
of Jesus Christ this will turn out for 
my deliverance,

We see that the 
Spirit of Christ is 
indeed the Holy 
Spirit. They are one.

“The Holy Spirit is of course the 
same as the Spirit of Christ, so that 
Peter says, in effect, that the Spirit 
who inspired the prophets also 
inspired the evangelists and gave 
them insight into the true meaning 
of the prophets. The activity of the 
Spirit thus creates the connection 
between the giving of prophecy in 
the past and the interpretation of 
prophecy now.”

Marshall, I. Howard. 1 Peter. 
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity 
Press, 1991. Print. The IVP New 
Testament Commentary Series.
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What did the Spirit of Christ 
predict?

1) The sufferings of Christ, 
and

2) the subsequent glories

Is this a pattern?

Should this be viewed as a pattern 
that would be instructive to us?

Remember? What did we learn last 
week? 

What is the purpose of trials?

(testing genuineness of our faith - 
verse 7)

And what is the result of faith that 
has been tested?

(praise and glory and honor at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ - verse 7)

TRANSITION

“The glories of Christ followed the sufferings 
as in 4:13; 5:1, 6.”

Robertson, A.T. Word Pictures in the New 
Testament. Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 
1933. Print.4a

1 Peter 4:13

But rejoice ainsofar as you share 
Christ's sufferings, that you may 
also rejoice and be glad bwhen his 
glory is revealed.

1 Peter 5:1

So I exhort the elders among you, 
mas a fellow elder and na witness 
of the sufferings of Christ, as well 
as a partaker in the glory that is 
going to be revealed:

Peter saw Christ’s sufferings and expects to 
also share in Christ’s glory.

That the Gentiles were to be saved, 
was no mystery to the Old 
Testament writers, but that the wall 
of separation so rigidly held in Old 
Testament times between Gentile 
and Jew was to be broken down at 
the Cross, and that the two would 
become one body, that was the 
mystery. Peter did not see this truth 
until eight years after Pentecost 
(Acts 10:1–48). Here we have the 
great truth of the Body of Christ, its 
living Head, the Lord Jesus Himself, 
its members, all believers of this 
Age of Grace which began at 
Pentecost and closes with the 
Rapture, Jew and Gentile becoming 
one body in Christ.1

1 Wuest, Kenneth S. Wuest’s Word 
Studies from the Greek New 
Testament: For the English Reader. 
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997. 
Print.

The great mystery is how God will 
accomplish his purposes (through the 
cross!)

We also should see a pattern for our own 
lives. We’ve already seen the purpose of 
trials in our life.

We’ve seen the results of faith that is tested.

We know the outcome of our faith 
(salvation).

What we’ve learned here about the 
sequence of events in Christ’s own life 
should teach us to be prepared. To know 
that when suffering does come, it is for a 
purpose - and to share in Christ’s own 
sufferings as we do, so that we may also 
share in his glory.

Not only did the Spirit of Christ, or the Holy 
Spirit, inspire these prophetic messages - 
God’s word about the future, but it also 
inspired those who shared the gospel 
message  - the good news of what God had 
done, through Jesus Christ, in the past.

Speaking about the OT prophets, one 
pastor said: …

Verse 12 mentions:

“those who preached the good news to you”

All that the OT prophets spoke, as God’s 
word, was also meant for Peter’s audience. 
It was so that they could be strengthened 
and established by the truth that for 
hundreds of years God’s prophets had 
prophesied about the sufferings of Christ 
and the glories that were to follow, and then 
to hear that Jesus had indeed been 
crucified and buried and then rose again.

It was for them (Peter’s audience) and by 
extension, us. That we might be encouraged 
and exhorted to endure trials and sufferings 
well, knowing that if we do we are assured 
of several things: 

- increased & strengthened faith (after 
testing)
- praise and glory and honor at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ
- the salvation of our souls

5

TRANSITION

Peter knows his readers also 
needed to understand what he 
himself had come to know: that the 
suffering and death of Jesus 
Christ was not an untimely 
accident or tragic mistake but rather 
a necessity that had long been 
foretold. After the Christ has 
suffered, the predictive aspect of 
prophecy recedes, and the 
prophecy becomes a confirmation 
for the benefit of the generation 
who would see the Messiah suffer, 
and for the generations to follow 
them, that they might rightly 
understand the cross of Jesus. 
They need to know that the 
foreseen suffering of the Messiah 
necessarily preceded the expected 
glory of the Messiah. Peter extends 
this concept to develop the idea 
that as followers of Christ, his 
readers should therefore not be 
surprised when they, too, suffer (1 
Pet. 4:12). Their sufferings for the 
name of Christ unite them to the 
experience and purposes of their 
Lord.1

1 Jobes, Karen H. 1 Peter. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2005. 
Print. Baker Exegetical 
Commentary on the New 
Testament.

Peter’s main point throughout is 
that believers in Jesus Christ are 
incredibly blessed to live in the time 
when the predictions of the 
prophets have come to pass.801 A 
similar lesson was communicated 
to the apostles by Jesus himself: 
“Blessed are your eyes because 
they see, and your ears because 
they hear. For I tell you the truth, 
many prophets and righteous men 
longed to see what you see but did 
not see it, and to hear what you 
hear but did not hear it” (Matt 
13:16–17).812 (Unattached 
Footnote)3

1 80 “A central purpose in the whole 
larger unit 1.1–12 is to make the 
addressees appreciate their status 
as Christians” (Thurén, Argument 
and Theology in 1 Peter, 102).
2 81 Maier sees allusions to Luke 
24:25–27; Matt 13:17; John 8:56 
(“1. Petrusbrief,” 88–89).
3 Schreiner, Thomas R. 1, 2 Peter, 
Jude. Vol. 37. Nashville: Broadman 
& Holman Publishers, 2003. Print. 
The New American Commentary.

Peter, however, does not press the 
privileged status of his readers. 
Rather, he builds on the unity of the 
OT1 prophetic message with the 
Christian gospel as an apology for 
the cross and a foundation for his 
exhortations that follow. It does not 
appear that it was primarily Peter’s 
knowledge of the OT2 prophecies 
that led him to the Messiah. Rather, 
it was actually seeing and hearing 
Jesus. But after he recognized 
Jesus as the Messiah on the basis 
of Jesus’ teachings and miracles, 
the prophets’   p 104  forewitness 
provided a biblical basis that helped 
Peter later come to grips with the 
necessary suffering and death of 
the Messiah, the very concept he 
had once so resisted as unthinkable 
(Mark 8:31–33). By witnessing to 
the sufferings of the Messiah before 
they happened, the prophets 
provide a confirming forewitness 
that a crucified man would indeed 
be the long-awaited Messiah.3

1 OT Old Testament
2 OT Old Testament
3 Jobes, Karen H. 1 Peter. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2005. 
Print. Baker Exegetical 
Commentary on the New 
Testament.

He then states that the prophets 
asked God about the significance of 
the message which they had 
received from him. The prophets 
are envisaged as engaging in 
dialog with God. We know that 
some of them did talk to God about 
the message that they were given 
to deliver. (Jeremiah is the prime 
example of a person who 
expostulated with God about his 
painful message to the people.) 
But again he puts it from a Christian 
angle by saying that they asked 
God concerning this salvation; his 
choice of this phrase is dictated by 
the fact that he himself had used 
the word salvation in the previous 
verses to describe God’s gift to 
Christians.
Peter explains more closely what 
the prophets did by saying that they 
enquired in what time and 
circumstances the prophecies 
would be fulfilled, which they had 
been given by the Spirit concerning 
the sufferings destined for Christ 
and the glories to follow. Later Peter 
will cite phrases from Isaiah 53 as 
prophecies of the suffering of 
Jesus, and obviously this passage 
is typical of what he has in mind at 
this point. The prophets wanted to 
know in what way this kind of 
prophecy would be fulfilled.1 

1 Marshall, I. Howard. 1 Peter. 
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity 
Press, 1991. Print. The IVP New 
Testament Commentary Series.

The message of the gospel has as its 
foundation the fulfilled prophecies 
concerning Jesus' death burial and 
resurrection 

1. What the prophets foretold is 
now the content of the evangelistic 
message of the church. From Paul’s 
summary of the gospel in 1 
Corinthians 15:3–5 we gain full 
confirmation of this point. The 
gospel, as proclaimed by him and 
by the other apostles, was: “Christ 
died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, he was buried, he was 
raised on the third day according to 
the Scriptures, and he appeared to 
Peter and then to the Twelve.” This 
message, although couched in the 
form of a historical report, is backed 
up from the Scriptures: his death for 
our sins and his resurrection on the 
third day were prophesied in the 
Scriptures and thus are the 
fulfillment of these prophecies.1

1 Marshall, I. Howard. 1 Peter. 
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity 
Press, 1991. Print. The IVP New 
Testament Commentary Series.

This message - this act of divine initiative - 
God saving sinners is something that verse 
12 says the angels long to look into.

Angels are also created beings. They were 
made for God’s purposes, to give glory to 
God, praising him and worshipping him, 
forever. Some have had specific purposes 
such as delivering messages from God, 
opposing demons, etc.

They cannot experience salvation though. 
Those angels who rebelled with Lucifer are 
eternally damned to hell. There is no 
salvation for them.

There is no salvation for those who are in 
heaven with God now, though, either. This 
entire act of salvation - that God would save 
sinners - is something that they marvel at 
and causes them to wonder about.

Long translates epithumousin, 
which describes having a strong 
desire or overpowering impulse that 
is not easily satisfied. The   p 58  
term indicates that the angels’ 
interest in salvation is not merely 
whimsical or an incidental curiosity 
but a strong passion with them. 

Look (parakupsai) literally means 
to stretch one’s head forward or to 
bend down. Another form of the 
same word denotes what the 
apostle John did at Jesus’ tomb, 
“and stooping and looking in, he 
saw the linen wrappings lying 
there” (John 20:5; cf.1 v. 11). The 
angels, as it were, want to get down 
close and look deeply into the 
matters related to salvation.2 

1 cf. confer (Lat.), compare
2 MacArthur, John F., Jr. 1 Peter. 
Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2004. 
Print. MacArthur New Testament 
Commentary.

TRANSITION

6 To look into (παρακύψαι). A very 
graphic word, meaning to stoop 
sideways (παρά). Used by 
Aristophanes to picture the attitude 
of a bad harp-player. Here it 
portrays one stooping and 
stretching the neck to gaze on 
some wonderful sight. It occurs in 
Jas. 1:25, describing him who looks 
into the perfect law of liberty as into 
a mirror; and in Luke 24:12; John 
20:5, 11, of Peter and John and 
Mary stooping and looking into the 
empty tomb. Possibly the memory 
of this incident unconsciously 
suggested the word to Peter. The 
phrase illustrates Peter’s habitual 
emphasis upon the testimony of 
sight (see Introduction). Bengel 
acutely notes the hint in παρά, 
beside, that the angels contemplate 
the work of salvation from without, 
as spectators and not as 
participants. Compare Heb. 2:16; 
Eph. 3:10.1

1 Vincent, Marvin Richardson. Word 
Studies in the New Testament. Vol. 
1. New York: Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, 1887. Print.

Where else do we read (in the 
Bible) about angels’ interest in 
salvation?

Luke 15:10

Just so, I tell you, there is joy before 
lthe angels of God over one sinner 
who repents.”

Mark 13:32

32 “But concerning that day or that 
hour, ino one knows, not even the 
angels in heaven, jnor the Son, kbut 
only the Father. 

What do the angels know?

Do they know when Jesus will 
come back?

It is not that the angels have been 
uninvolved in God’s plan of 
salvation. They announced Christ’s 
birth (Luke 1:26–35; 2:10–14), 
ministered to Him during His times 
of testing (Matt. 4:11; Luke 22:43), 
stood by the grave when He arose 
from the dead (Matt. 28:5–7; Mark 
16:4–7; Luke 24:4–7), attended His 
ascension into heaven (Acts 1:10–
11), and now serve Him by 
ministering to all believers (3:22; 
Heb. 1:14). God has made His 
angels witnesses to what occurs in 
the body of Christ. They rejoice and 
praise God whenever He saves a 
sinner (Luke 15:7, 10). They were 
watching the apostle Paul and the 
other apostles (1 Cor. 4:9). God 
continues to put His saving grace 
on display before the angels “that 
the manifold wisdom of God might 
now be made known through the 
church to the rulers and authorities 
in the heavenly places” (Eph. 3:10).

MacArthur, John F., Jr. 1 Peter. 
Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2004. 
Print. MacArthur New Testament 
Commentary.

Angels were involved in every part of 
Christ’s life - they announced his birth, 
ministered to him during his temptation, 
where there at his tomb when he rose from 
the grave, and also when he ascended into 
heaven.  They also minister to believers, as 
servants of God.

No matter how difficult life’s trials 
are, Christians can face them 
triumphantly because of the 
greatness of God’s grace in giving 
them a salvation the prophets 
studied, the Holy Spirit inspired, the 
apostles preached, and the angels 
continue to investigate.1

1 MacArthur, John F., Jr. 1 Peter. 
Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2004. 
Print. MacArthur New Testament 
Commentary.

How do we love Christ?

How do we come to an ability to 
love Christ?

How is that we are even able to 
love Christ?

Does love for Christ come from us, 
or from Him in us? Can we truly 
love Christ, apart from the Holy 
Spirit helping us to do so?

Love comes to us because 
Christ first loved us (1 John 
4:19).

We love Christ because he 
first loved us. Through the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit we 
experience the love of Christ 
through faith. We’ve never 
seen Christ, but nonetheless 
we love him and believe in 
him. Jesus said, “Blessed are 
those who have not seen and 
yet have believed. (Jo. 20:29)

When we keep on loving him 
and believing in him, then it 
increases our joy - a state of 
peaceful gladness, based on 
the certain foundation of our 
hope, which is itself rooted in 
the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, who conquered death 
once and for all. Nothing can 
take our joy from us and it is 
ours as a result of love and 
belief.

It is a gift to us to have such 
joy - to have such a salvation 
to rejoice in, and we saw last 
week how the entire thought 
of verses 3-5 serve as an aide 
as we encounter sufferings 
and trials. These thoughts in 
verses 3-5 are what we are to 
rejoice in.

When we grow, spiritually, 
knowing more of Christ’s 
power in our lives to put sin to 
death in our lives, and to be 
more like him in our words, 
and actions, and thoughts - 
when we yield to God’s will for 
our lives: that we are to be 
more like His Son, Jesus 
(Romans 8:29) - then we 
necessarily grow in belief 
and joy as well. (1 Peter 
1:8-9)

It is God’s will for our lives - 
that we continue to grow up - 
that we continue to mature. 
(Eph. 4:13)

Always keeping in mind it is 
faith working through love that 
counts (Gal. 5:6). It is in faith 
that we grow. It is through 
love that we do that. We 
know how to love because it 
is Christ that first loved us.

1 Peter, Chapter 1, verses 8-9

8 uThough1 you have not seen him, 
you love him. vThough2 you do not 
now see him, you believe in him 
and rejoice with joy that is 
inexpressible and filled with glory, 
9 obtaining wthe3 outcome of your 
faith, the salvation of your souls. 

1 u [1 John 4:20]
2 v [Heb. 11:27]; See John 20:29
3 w Rom. 6:22

1 John 4:19

We love because he first loved us.

How have you grown spiritually?

(leave time for discussion)

Romans 8:29

For those whom he jforeknew he 
alsokpredestined lto be 
conformed to the image of his 
Son, in order that he might be 
mthe firstborn among many 
brothers.

Ephesians 4:13

until we all attain to tthe unity of 
the faith and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, uto mature 
manhood,5 to the measure of the 
stature of vthe fullness of Christ,

Galatians 5:6

For in Christ Jesus eneither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision 
counts for anything, but fonly faith 
working through love.

6 things we are saved from
1

2

3
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